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Saint Manicka vasagar and ‘Sivapuranam’

Saint Manicka vasagar lived in the district of Madurai, South
India. According to Dr. GU. Pope, he belonged to the 7% or 8™ century.
He was a precocious child and became prime minister under a Pandiya
king. He was one of the long line of Saiva saints who through their
devotional songs succeeded in recovering the Saiva faith from the
Buddhists and the Jains who considered their religion to be superior.

The collection of the saint’s work is titled Thiruvasagam meaning
‘Sacred Utterances’. They are so moving that tradition considers that a
heart that is not touched by them must have a heart of stone.

This composition of only 95 lines 1s recited largely all round the
world by practicing Saiva Hindus. Though popular, its content is rather
complex because of its philosophic rhetoric. It is the “story’ — “puranam’
—about Shiva and hence the title ‘Sivapuranam’. Shiva is the supreme
God of the Hindus. The saint focuses on the God in the Temple at
Thiruperunthurai, a seaport city near Madurai for the major part and
towards the end shifts to the deity in Chidambaram, further down South,
known as Nataraja, the cosmic dancer.

Puranam refers to any ‘story’ with a principal deity or deities as
the central figure/s. The underlying story may be real or partly real.

Possibly it 1s a mix of different components — history, legends, myths
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